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Next  Meeting  

 

 12 noon ─ Wednesday  
February 3, 2010 

_________________________________ 
 

 

The Colony Club is located at  
10 East Franklin Street  

 

There is free parking in the rear 
or on the street.  Directions —
Approach headed East (one way 
street) on Franklin Street; left on 
Foushee; right into the Colony Club 
lot off of Foushee (this right turn is 
into an alleyway that runs parallel 
mid-block between Franklin and 
Grace Streets).  Colony Club spaces 
are marked & are on the perimeter 
of lot. Proceed into Colony Club 
entrance —green awning leads into 
courtyard; proceed up courtyard to 
double glass doors.   
 
Lunch is $16 for members and 
$18 for nonmembers.  
 
You must make your reservation 
by calling (545-6656) to make 
your reservation.   

B  U  L  L  E  T  I  N 

February,  2010  

Reminder: To help us coordinate our planning with the Colony Club dining staff — 
 

Please RSVP for the monthly meeting  
in a timely manner! 

 

Pat Ryan — 545-6656  — or email: info@richmondfirstclub.org  

City and County Watchdogs 
To Speak at February Meeting 

  

     The guardians of Virginia’s cities and counties will give 
their perspective on the financial crisis facing local govern-
ments at the February 3 meeting of Richmond First Club. 
     James D. Campbell, executive director of the Virginia 
Association of Counties, and R. Michael Amyx, executive 
director of the Virginia Municipal League, head the two 
organizations that provide services and legislative oversight 
to the Commonwealth’s counties and cities. 
     Together, Campbell and Amyx, bring 50 years  experi-
ence heading governmental organizations.  
     The February meeting will come three weeks into the 
new administration of Governor Bob McDonnell who took 
the helm of state government in the worst financial situa-
tion since the Great Depression of the 30s.  
     Both leaders will be able, at that point, to cite directions 
the Virginia General Assembly is headed as well as to point 
out prospective results of Assembly action or inaction, as 
the case may be. 
     Campbell has been executive director of VACO since 
1990. His bachelor’s degree in business management is 
from Virginia Tech. He has a master’s degree in urban and 

regional planning from the University of Northern Colorado. He was previously 
director of intergovernmental affairs for the Virginia Municipal League. He served 
as management assistance supervisor for the Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 
     Amyx became VML’s executive director in 1980. He has served as a city man-
ager and assistant city manager. He was executive director of the Kentucky 
Municipal League for five years prior to coming to Virginia. He holds a mas-
ter’s in public administration as well as a law degree from the University of 
Kansas.                                                  CITY AND COUNTY WATCHDOGS continued on page 2 . . . 
 

James D. Campbell 

R. Michael Amyx 
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CITY AND COUNTY WATCHDOGS continued from page 1 . . . 
 

     The Virginia Municipal League is a statewide, nonprofit, nonparti-
san association of city, town and county governments established in 
1905 to improve and assist local governments through legislative ad-
vocacy, research, education and other services. The membership in-
cludes all 39 cities in the state, 156 towns and 11 counties. 
     The Virginia Association of Counties, founded in 1930, exists to 
support county officials and to effectively represent, promote and 
protect the interests of counties to better serve the people of Virginia. 
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   —-  Reflections —  
 

—-If you missed the January 2010 meeting —  
Here is what our speaker had to say! 

 

“We Want Our Leaders to Get Along!” 
Mayor’s Chief of Staff Says 

 

     Mayor Dwight Jones’ Chief of Staff, Suzette Denslow, told Rich-
mond First Club members  January 6 that her boss is working toward 
“getting along.”  
     “He reached out to the new Governor. They’re not of the same 
party, but ‘who cares?’ Richmond is the capital city,” she said. Like-
wise, he visited the boards of supervisors of Chesterfield and Henrico 
counties. Previous mayors have not done that, she said. With the 
Richmond City Council, “We’re working together when we can and 
we’re civil about it.” 
     “We have to focus on the good things,” she said. And she reeled 
off a very long list of “good things” that are happening or have hap-
pened in Richmond. Included were Mead Westvaco and Altria locat-
ing in Richmond, Riverfront housing, the Hilton Hotel, baseball, 
James River Canal Walk. 
     “Leaders make it happen,” she said. “The leadership has to con-
vince people to come to Richmond. We have so much to offer.” 
     “We have to focus on the good things,” Denslow said but used 
examples from the Richmond Times-Dispatch to suggest that  that 
doesn’t always happen. 
     Her greatest concern was how the news was played that Richmond 
has dropped 50 cities from 49th to 99th in city crime rankings.  The 
ranking by Congressional Quarterly Press was based on 2008 crime 
data. 
     The story was played as a short under the Metro listing of “News 
Near You” on December 5.  That, she said, is a perfect example of 
“good news” that was practically ignored in newspaper coverage. The 
one paragraph story said the Quarterly Press ranked Richmond fifth in 
crime nationally in 2005. The astonishing drop to 49th from fifth in 
four years  was attributed by Police Chief Bryan T. Norwood to com-
munity partnerships,  close work with the commonwealth’s attorney’s 
office and the Cooperative Violence Reduction Partnership that in-
cludes local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 
     In two other examples of what she believes are unfair portrayals of 
Richmond city crime, she provided copies of murder reports in the 
Times-Dispatch on the same day, April 14, 2009. A front page story 
reported on a Henrico murder with the headline, ‘Delivery driver was 
a “good person.” The story was about the robbery and killing of a 
Chinese food deliverer.  
     On the Metro front  a very large headline read, “Man Killed in 
Richmond.”  Was the Henrico man a good man and the Richmond 
man a bad one?  Denslow asked.  

January  2010  

      A Richmond First Club member said, yes, there is a lot of 
good going on in the city but unemployment continues to be 
a serious problem. “What is the mayor doing to address un-
employment?” she said.  
     Denslow replied, “We’re looking at workforce needs and 
the education system.  “We want the drop-out rate to go from 
31 percent to zero. We all know people who are looking for 
jobs.” 
     Richmond will be celebrating its sesquicentennial, she said. 
But, before that, she invited  Club members and the public to 
attend Mayor Jones’ State of the City annual address Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, at Richmond Center State, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
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If you would like to refer to earlier If you would like to refer to earlier If you would like to refer to earlier If you would like to refer to earlier 
issues of the  “BULLETIN”  issues of the  “BULLETIN”  issues of the  “BULLETIN”  issues of the  “BULLETIN”  ———— please  please  please  please 
visit our website visit our website visit our website visit our website ———— you will find  you will find  you will find  you will find 

them there!them there!them there!them there!    
    
    

www.richmondfirstclub.orgwww.richmondfirstclub.orgwww.richmondfirstclub.orgwww.richmondfirstclub.org 



 

www.richmondfirstclub.org 
  

Have you checked out our  

NEW website? 
 

The Richmond First Club at AGE 90 has joined the 

21st century with a spiffy new website that will be 

used to keep YOU and the rest of the world informed 

about what we are doing! 

 

If you missed any of the recent monthly meetings, 

read about those program(s) and activities on our 

website. 

 

So. . . take time to visit; stop at all of the tabs, but-

tons and links! 

 

Then — Let us know what you think! 

 

Be advised that our mailing  

address to send dues or your  

comments is: 

 

Richmond First Club 

 P.O. Box 344 – Richmond, VA  23218-0344 

______________________________ 
 

 
Changes of name, address, telephone number or 

email  address go to  
 

Pat Ryan—Membership Director 
info@richmondfirstclub.org 

 
who is charged with sending 

monthly e-mail meeting notices and producing the 
membership directory.  

 
Thank you! 

 

Application for Richmond First Club Membership   

(or use this form for your annual renewal if already a member) 

 
 

I am familiar with and will subscribe to the purposes of the Richmond First Club.  I understand that members are expected to participate actively on a  
club committee and are encouraged to attend the club meetings as often as possible.  I certify that I am a registered voter in the Richmond metropolitan 
area; and by signing this application, and upon being accepted for membership by the Board, I agree to fulfill the membership obligations set forth above. 
  
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________ (Name or Nickname used) ________________________________ 
 
Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Business: _________________________________________________ (Position or Title) ___________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: ____________________________ Business Phone: ____________________________ Fax: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________                Preferred mailing address (please check one):          � Home      � Business 
 
Signature of Applicant ______________________________________     Date: __________________  Enclosed $_______________________ 
 

 
Annual Membership Dues $85 (plus paying separately for each of 10 monthly luncheons attended.)  — OR select the “Gold Star“ 
membership with dues of $210 annually ($210 includes the fee for 10 monthly luncheon meetings as well as your dues). — If you 
attend all meetings you realize a savings of  at least $35 per year and don’t need to remember to bring a check each month for your 
lunch!  Look for the members with a gold star on their badge — they took advantage of the “Gold Star” membership benefit!    
 

Please mail to Richmond First Club — PO Box 344 — Richmond, VA 23218-0344. 

Richmond Firs t  Club  Page 3 January  2010  



 
 

2009-2010 Board of  Directors 
 

 
 
 
 

President: Fred Fisher   804-786-1929   fsfisher@aol.com  
1st VP:     Nancy Finch 804-272-6188 nancyfin@comcast.net  
Secretary:    Jonathan Macdonald 804-272-1442  jbmacdon@hotmail.com 
Treasurer: Louis Matherne 804-213-4205 lmatherne@vablood.org  
Bulletin Director:  Brenda Finley 804-272-9004, brenden.associates1@juno.com 
Membership Director: Pat Ryan 804-545-6656, patryan@kw.com 
At Large:  Rayford Harris 804-321-7944, vsuteach@verizon.net 
At Large:  Len Morrow 804-358-7355 lmorrow3@verizon.net  
 
Website Committee: Nancy Finch, Brenda Finley, Mike Brooks 
  
The public is welcome to attend membership meetings, which are generally held on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  Please call or email Pat Ryan to make a reservation — 804-545-6656, info@richmondfirstclub.org.. 
. 

Richmond First ClubRichmond First ClubRichmond First ClubRichmond First Club    
 

Our MissionOur MissionOur MissionOur Mission    
 

 The club’s founders shared a common vision of a The club’s founders shared a common vision of a The club’s founders shared a common vision of a The club’s founders shared a common vision of a 
permanent organization that would inform the public and permanent organization that would inform the public and permanent organization that would inform the public and permanent organization that would inform the public and 
political leaders about a broad range of civic issues, policies political leaders about a broad range of civic issues, policies political leaders about a broad range of civic issues, policies political leaders about a broad range of civic issues, policies 
and solutions.and solutions.and solutions.and solutions.        
    The spirit of enlightened activism that initially The spirit of enlightened activism that initially The spirit of enlightened activism that initially The spirit of enlightened activism that initially 
inspired the formation of the Richmond First Club in 1919 inspired the formation of the Richmond First Club in 1919 inspired the formation of the Richmond First Club in 1919 inspired the formation of the Richmond First Club in 1919 
carries on today in its active study of and involvement in carries on today in its active study of and involvement in carries on today in its active study of and involvement in carries on today in its active study of and involvement in 
issues currently affecting the Richmond metropolitan area.issues currently affecting the Richmond metropolitan area.issues currently affecting the Richmond metropolitan area.issues currently affecting the Richmond metropolitan area.    
    During its 80During its 80During its 80During its 80----plus year history, the club has pro-plus year history, the club has pro-plus year history, the club has pro-plus year history, the club has pro-
vided leadership on a number of issues critical to the quality vided leadership on a number of issues critical to the quality vided leadership on a number of issues critical to the quality vided leadership on a number of issues critical to the quality 
of governance in the metropolitan areas.  All the region’s of governance in the metropolitan areas.  All the region’s of governance in the metropolitan areas.  All the region’s of governance in the metropolitan areas.  All the region’s 
citizens have benefited from the club’s energy and diligence.citizens have benefited from the club’s energy and diligence.citizens have benefited from the club’s energy and diligence.citizens have benefited from the club’s energy and diligence.    
    The club pioneered the idea of cooperation among The club pioneered the idea of cooperation among The club pioneered the idea of cooperation among The club pioneered the idea of cooperation among 
the political jurisdictions in the metropolitan areas.  The the political jurisdictions in the metropolitan areas.  The the political jurisdictions in the metropolitan areas.  The the political jurisdictions in the metropolitan areas.  The 
club completed comprehensive studies advocating regional club completed comprehensive studies advocating regional club completed comprehensive studies advocating regional club completed comprehensive studies advocating regional 
cooperation as early as 1981.cooperation as early as 1981.cooperation as early as 1981.cooperation as early as 1981.    
    The lifeblood of the club is its committee struc-The lifeblood of the club is its committee struc-The lifeblood of the club is its committee struc-The lifeblood of the club is its committee struc-
ture, where members focus on and research civic issues vital ture, where members focus on and research civic issues vital ture, where members focus on and research civic issues vital ture, where members focus on and research civic issues vital 
to continued development in the region.  Thorough and to continued development in the region.  Thorough and to continued development in the region.  Thorough and to continued development in the region.  Thorough and 
nonpartisan studies have been published by these commit-nonpartisan studies have been published by these commit-nonpartisan studies have been published by these commit-nonpartisan studies have been published by these commit-
tees, assisting in many hightees, assisting in many hightees, assisting in many hightees, assisting in many high----profile accomplishments over profile accomplishments over profile accomplishments over profile accomplishments over 
the years.  the years.  the years.  the years.      

February  2010  

 
• February 3, 2010 
• March 3, 2010 
• April 7, 2010 
• May 5, 2010 
• June 2, 2010 
 
     The Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month.  Mem-
bers are welcome to attend the monthly meetings of the Board 
of Directors — usually held on the Monday afternoon following 
the Wednesday membership luncheon meeting.   
      If you plan to come, you will be provided with an opportu-
nity to offer your ideas, concerns, and/or other areas of interest.  
You may be looking for a way to become more involved in the 
club, or head up a committee.      Please call or send an e-mail 
message to the President (above) for directions and to be in-
cluded on the agenda. 

Mark your calendar now 
for the monthly luncheon 
meetings of  the Richmond 
First Club’s 2009-2010  
Fiscal Year. 
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